FinLit10 - SOCIAL INSURANCE NUMBER

What is a SIN number?
 
· The Social Insurance Number (SIN) is a nine-digit number that you need to work in Canada or to have access to government programs and benefits.
· Your SIN is private and it is illegal for anyone else to use it! You are responsible for protecting your SIN.
· Your SIN is confidential; however, it must be given to anyone who prepares your information slips (like a T3, T4 or T5 slip), such as your employer, trustee, bank or investment company. You must also give your SIN to the Canada Revenue Agency when you ask them for personal tax information.
· For individuals resident in Canada, this unique 9-digit number, issued by Service Canada, is used for income tax filing and certain federal programs.
 
 
 
How can I apply for a SIN number?
 
· There is no fee to apply for a SIN.
· Service Canada requires individuals to apply in-person. By doing so, if your application is in order, you can obtain your SIN in less than 15 minutes and do not need to leave your original proof of identity documents.
· To apply for your SIN, please visit a Service Canada Centre with your original proof of identity documents.
· If you have lost your SIN, or if it was stolen, Service Canada will not issue a new one.
· Service Canada may issue a new SIN only if there is proof that the SIN was used fraudulently. If you think this may apply to you, refer to Protecting your SIN for more information.
· If you find someone else’s SIN, please return it to a Service Canada Center or mail it to Service Canada
· Service Canada offers the Newborn Registration Service, which is an integrated birth registration and SIN application process. This service is available for parents living in any of the provinces. If your newborn is under one year of age and you have not registered your child’s birth with your province, you can apply for your child’s SIN through your provincial Newborn Registration Service. This service is available in all Canadian provinces, but is not yet available in the territories.
 

Required documents for yourself:
· Primary identity document
· You must provide 1 of the following documents:
· birth certificate issued by the vital statistics agency in the province or territory of birth
· certificate of Canadian Citizenship issued by IRCC or CIC
· certificate of Registration of Birth Abroad issued by CIC before 1977
· Most original certificates of birth and birth certificates are acceptable to get a SIN. However, some birth certificates may no longer be considered valid or meet the requirements by the issuing province or meet the requirements for various reasons. The SIN Program must review the document to determine its validity
· The SIN Program does not accept Quebec proof of birth documents issued prior to 1994

· Secondary document
· You must provide 1 of the following documents. It must contain the legal name (family name and given name) and the date of birth.
· a passport (Canadian or foreign)
· a Canadian provincial or territorial ID card or driver’s license
· any other Canadian government-issued ID

· Supporting document
· If the name on any document provided is different from the name on the SIN application, a legal document stating the most recent name used is required
 


Service Canada gives out the falling warning about SIN fraud:

If your SIN falls into the wrong hands, it could be used to obtain personal information and invade your privacy. When the SIN is not linked to you as its rightful owner, another person could receive your government benefits, tax refunds or bank credits. Furthermore, your personal information could be revealed to unauthorized people. This could lead to identity theft and other types of fraud.
If someone uses your SIN to work illegally or to obtain credit, you may suffer hardship. You could be requested to pay additional taxes for income you did not receive or you could have difficulty obtaining credit because someone may have ruined your credit rating.


